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Paul A. Redmond, President and CEO 

Washington Water Power Company 

P.O. Box 3727 

Spokane, W A 99220 

Dear Mr. Redmond, 

A. Record.keeping 

There was evidence of steady improvement from 1981 to 1985. fot' 1985, 

acceptable PCB Annual Reports were submitted. They appeared to satisfy C fR 

40 Section 761.180 if they were an accurate representation of your total 

inventory. For 1982-1984, records appeared inadequate to indicate what 

measures had been taken to characterize all existing inventories, ~md/or 

detet'mine if PCB contamination existed for your in-service equipment. for 

1979-1981, it appears that a conclusion was made without a proper basis that 

PCBs did not exist in yoru· system. In particular, adequate testing nppe:U'cd 

lacking. EPA finds ga..<; chromatography to be the minimum acceptable method 

for PCB analysis. The PCB r·egulations require use or such testing· methods or 



employment of certain "assumptions" about PCB content of equipment (see 

attachment). Little or no attempt appears to have been made t.o identify 

in-service equipment containing PCBs, or, absent testing, to use appropriate 

assumptions for purposes of recordkeeping and handling. 

B. Sampling and Analysis 

Chw-acterization of your inventories for PCBs showed steady improvement 

from 1981-1985. However, for 1985, it appeared fr·om your subpoena returns 

that there was inadequate sampling and analysis for potential PCB 

contamination in your in-service equipment. Fot· 1982-1984, it appeared that 

inadequate sampling and analysis for PCB contamination of both in-service 

equipment and waste streams were conducted. EPA finds gas chromatography 

to be the minimum acceptable method to determine PCB content, Thfe of 

any total chlorine testing procedure is wtacceptable for formal compliance 

purposes, and may only be used for in-house screening purposes or emergency 

response where an immediate assessment of the hazard is necessary. For 

1979-198L, it appeared from your subpoena t'eturns that little or no knowledge 

of PCBs in your system or waste stream existed. 
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Paul A. Redr.1ond, President and C.l . U. 
\~as hi ngton Water Po~ter Company 
P.O. box '.3727 
Spo~ane, Washington 99220 
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ke: EPA Subpoena, Cause# 1086-02-24-2610 

Dear Hr . Redmond: 

You lw ve been se1~v{?d i·ti th the enclosed i nvr:sti ga ti ve subpoena issued 
by EPA. 

EPA promulgated regulations for polychlorinated biphenyls (PC8s) on 
May 31, 1979. Since that time EPA has conducted routine inspections of 
electrical utilities pursuant to a neutral inspection scl1eme . EPA has 
found that the utility industry compliance rate has averaged less than 50 
per cent. \~e are concerned because the electrical utility industry 
represents approximately 35 per cent of the PCBs presently in use . 

As a result of our independent investigations of scrap and salvage 
operations and oil reclaiming faciliti es throughout EPA Region 10 (Alaska, 
Idaho, Oregon , and Washington) , EPA has confirmed that electrical 
utilities, for a number of years, llave sold substantial quantities of 
waste oil s and electrical equi pment to scrap and salvage operators . These 
oils and liquid-filled equipment items nave contained various 
concentrations of PC8s . Significant PCB contamination problems have been 
identified at many recycling and disposal locations . We believe that 
consi aerable amounts of PCBs have already been released into the 
environment through various points along the disposal chain, including 
scrap and salvage operations . 

Tne information gathered through thi s investigative subpoena 'r'till 
help EPA identify the potential location and magnitude of other releases . 
It will assist EPA in formulating an appropriate response in the interests 
of public safety. 

This subpoena requires that records avai 1 able, either to the Company 
or responsible employees of the Company, which come within the 
descriptions set out in tne subpoena attachment, be brought ~ith a 
responsibie official of tl1e company when t1e/she appears in person to give 
s~orn testimony on the date stated in the subpoena . 
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We recognize tha t an inconvenience may be experienced by ooth tne 

company ana the responsible individua1 (s) if EPA must pr oceed by 
physical ly interviewing the respondents, and only then recei ving records 

responsi ~ e to the subpoena . If yo~ woul d pre fe r t o re~pond t o :ne 
subpoena by mail, rather than appearing fo r the oral i nterview , EPA offers 

t he company and its responsibl e inai vi dual(s) a method of responding by 
\vr it ten attirJavit . ·rrloc;ro i". a f"rrnr: fer r'-''":•Ofl';ing to t nis ,ut)ro<>na 
Duces Tecum by mai l ( nclosure A). 

The informati on requested in the Subpoena Attac nment pa rt one , 

"Annual Reports, " s110uld already be ava i lab le in yout· PCB Annual Report dS 

requ1red l•y tt1e I'CB •·P.gui-Jtlons . i.e fldVL ln .... uuE:ll a .vp.) J: tllf: f(.i, 

regulations addressing Annual Keports, 40 CFR 7bl .18U(a)(enclosure B). We 

have also included a sampl e format for such a report (enclosure C). 

\.le vlish to minimize ttle admistrative burden placed on utilities ana 

EPA i n dealing with this subpoena and the in formation generated . ~e 

bel i eve t hat substantial si mplif ica ti ons i n t he proce ss can occur t hrough 

dialog between each utility and EPA. Therefore, after you have examined 
this subpoena and assessed the condition of your records, we strongly 
recommend that you contact EPA (see below ); if you do this prior to 
attempting a response , we may be able to reach an understanding which will 

signi ficantly reduce the work involved in complying with the requirements 
of t he suopoena. The principal EPA contact for this purpose is W. Douglas 

Smith, Senior Compliance Investigator for the Toxic Substances Branch, who 

may be contacted at (206) 442-7176. Specific legal issues should be 
directed to David Dabroski , Associate Regional CJunsel at (206) 442 -1476. 

We suggest that any issues inhibiting a prompt and thorough response to 
this subpoena be brought to the attention of Mr. Dabroski at least five 
working days in advance of the return da te stated in the subpoena . 
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Sincerely, 

_;~.;'5 C\k,~ 
Gary o•Neal , Director 
Air and Taxies Di vision 
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TELEPHONE CALL RECORD 

DATE:d,/dL{ /rt., TIME IN: ad:;.? r ; TIME OUT :.IL0-'-9/ ..... SL--__ 
A} CALL FROM: _____________ _ _ 

TITLE : ______________ _ 

LOCATION AND 
PHONE NO. 

B) CALL TO : f~ S~· 
TITLE : ______________ _ 

LOCATION AND H»(Sl 
PHONE NO. i .. -... 

ROUTING 

CASE FILE 

ENFORCEMENT 
SENSITIVE 
ACTION NEEDED 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx~xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

~NATURE) 



DATE: 3£ 
I 

·A) CALL FROM: 

TITLE 

LOCATION AND 
PHONE NO. 

B) CALL TO 

TELEPHONE CALL RECORD 

TIME IN : Jo.l!D TIME OUT: .t5.'~"U 

----------------~----------------

TITLE : 
~{6~)(=6)~-----------------~-------. 

LOCATION AND 
PHONE NO. 

ROUTING 

CASE FILE 
ENFORCEMENT 
SENSITIVE 
ACTION NEEDED 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
SUMMARY OF CALL: 



-- ---------~--
--------~-- -- --~-

~-~---- --- - ~--

~-~--~~~--~-- ~--

~ - - - --- - -- --
-- -- --- ~- --~-

-------- -----~ 



TELEPHONE CALL RECORO 

DATE:~ TIME IN: ____ TIME OUT: ___ _ 

A) CALL FROM: _______________ _ 

TITLE =-----------------
LOCATION AND 
PHONE NO. 

B) CALL TO : f~ s~¥Uj~ 1 

TITLE : /J.) l.t.) J: 
LOCATION AND J {t>) (6) 
PHONE NO. : _ 

ROUTING 

CASE FILE 
ENFORCEMENT 
SENSITIVE 
ACTION NEEDED 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
SUMMARY OF CALL: 

(SIGNATURE} 




